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Increasing the 2050 target to 90% reduction from the baseline 

The 2009 Scottish Climate Change Act established an 80% greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions reduction target for the whole economy (compared to 1990 levels). Since then, the 

UK has signed and ratified the 2015 Paris Agreement to “limit global warming to well below 

2C” and pursue efforts to limit temperature increases to 1.5C. The Scottish Government, 

which became a signatory to the Under2 Coalition in 2015, has also itself made a clear 

statement of intent to take actions that limit global warming. 

Keeping warming to within 1.5 degrees implies GHG reductions of 86%-96% below 1990 

levels by 2050. However, there is a robust scientific, technological and political case, detailed 

at length in our report Hotting up: strengthening the Climate Change Act ten years on, for a 

net zero GHG emissions target to be reached by 2050. Indeed, Roseanna Cunningham MSP, 

the Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform, has stated that 

the new Climate Change Bill sets out the Government’s “commitment to reduce emissions by 

100% with ambitious interim targets”. Bright Blue Scotland believes it is appropriate that the 

language of the Climate Change Bill reflects this goal with a net zero target for 2050 onwards. 

The climate science is clear that the world must reach peak emissions and then eradicate 

GHG emissions within the next few decades to avoid dangerous levels of climate change. 

Although we do not yet have all the technologies that are needed to completely decarbonise, 

Chapter Three of the forthcoming IPCC report on pathways to achieve the 1.5ºC goal clearly 

demonstrates that the pace of cost reduction and innovation make it very likely that new clean 

technologies are emerging and will emerge to enable net zero to be achieved. 

About Bright Blue 

Bright Blue is an independent think tank for liberal conservatism. Our major research 

themes include climate, energy and the environment.  

Bright Blue has produced several expert policy reports with policy recommendations that 

have since been adopted by the UK Government. These include the phase out of coal-

fired power stations, additional funding for research and development of lower-emissions 

aircraft, and designing a new agricultural payments system for the United Kingdom once 

it leaves the European Union’s Common Agricultural Policy, which rewards farmers, land-

managers and land-owners for providing ecosystem services. 
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Politically, opinion polling – carried out as part of our 2018 policy report, Hotting up: 

strengthening the Climate Change Act ten years on – demonstrates there is strong public 

support in the UK for deeper decarbonisation. Specifically, our research shows that 64% of 

UK adults agree that the UK should cut its carbon emissions to zero within the next few 

decades. 

Investors and businesses are also keen to have long term visibility of climate change targets. 

Establishing a net zero target for 2050 for the whole Scottish economy now sets a consistent 

policy goal and avoids creating uncertainty over potential future changes to the targets. 

For the small number of sectors where no technology exists to mitigate GHG emissions, we 

envisage that the Government should be afforded flexibility to meet a limited proportion of the 

net zero emission target through purchasing domestic and international carbon permits. 

The limit on the number of permits allowed to meet the target should be based on the CCC’s 

advice of what proportion of Scotland’s emissions cannot be feasibly eliminated with current 

technologies. Given the rapid pace of technological innovation, this carbon permit limit should 

be reviewed regularly to see if it can be reduced. 

Bright Blue Scotland therefore recommends allowing the use of a limited number of domestic 

and international carbon permits by amending proposed changes to section 13 of the 2009 

Climate Change (Scotland) Act. 
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